
%et of Augast 14, 1848, entitled ' An act to establish certain

Kit route*,' be extended to the Territories of Utah and New
exieo; and that tbe Postmaster General be authorized to

establish suah rates of postage in the aaid Territories aa to
him may aeem proper, not exceeding those authorized in aaid
act."
Tbe object of that amendment ia simply this : There are no

poat routes established by tbe exiating law either in Utah or
New Mexico; uor is there any authority by which,ibe Port
Office Department can eatablish poat routes and posttfficea Id
tbese Territories. The third section of the act of 1848 gave
a discretionary authority, so far as California and Oregon
were concerned, leaving the two interior Territories without
any poet*! provisions. The amendment proposes to extend
tbe general authority of the Postmaster General to these Ter¬
ritories and to adopt tbe same rates of postage as are establish¬
ed by the act of 1848.
Tbe amendment was agreed to.
Amendments establishing post routes were adopted, on tbe

motion of Mr. DAYTON and Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin.
Tbe bill was then reported to tbe Senate, and the several

amendments adopted by the Senate as in Committee of the
Whole were concurred in, and ordered to be engrossed ; and
tbe bill was read a third time and passed.

LEGISLATION FOR CALIFORNIA.

The bills heretofore introduced by the Senators from Cali¬
fornia were some days since made the special order for this
day and, on motion, the Senate proceeded to their conside¬
ration.

CALIFORNIA JUDICIARY.

The first bill taken up was "a bill to provide for extending
tbe laws and the judicial system of the United States to tbe
State of California."
The bill proposes to enact tbat all the laws of tbe United

States which are not locally inapplicable shall have the aame

force and effect within tbe State of California as elsewhere
within the United 8tates; tbe State to be divided by tbe 37th
parallel of north latitude into two districts, to be called the
northern and southern districts ofCalifornia, in each of which.a
district judge shall reside for the purpoee of trying all issues of
fact triable by a jury. The several sections of the bill prescribe
the times end places at which courts shall be held, the com¬

pensation of judges, district attorney, marshal, Ax-
To tbe seventh section the Committee on the Judiciary had

repotted an amendment, which was the first question for con¬

sideration.
The section stands as follow* :

lowed to e^wlk'JV~' ernacte< T1»t there .hall be al-

of dr!n! . i
* *** af"reMid . »««>««.> compensation

ment
commence from the date of his^ppoint-

The committee propose that it shall read thus :

d.Kne^s^^"!* m,,0W,Cd * the Jud** of the BOrthera

2̂ k nDUJ*1 co"»P«»«tioo of $5,500 and to

£.Efc .wnbern district an annual compentation of
tocommence from the day of theappointm^-^

men' J^th ¥*' Pre8'deBt> * to more an amend-

SL ,*
am*oda,ent r8P°ftod by the committtee, in rela-

of ciLn CJa,|rn-t,M1,0f 'hejad*e for lhe Dorthern district
of Lali/oraia. I am perfectly confident that the duties the

i WiU 1,6 0-1,811 0P°« «<» Perform will be
more ardooos than that ofanyjudge ofany court in the Union.
The busineas that will be transacted in that court, from its
commencement, will be of the heaviest character. Cases in¬
voking millions of dollars will be brought before the judge,
an am perfectly confident that the compensation proposed
£ ^°L ,k 7 .ome plan could be constitutionally devised

taSbL VJk^u jUl!?e gre#'#t fir"' to be reduced
nerealter. Iah»uld certainly feel it my duty to move to make
the salary$J0,000, if it were not that (he salary could not be

£i5?£? d°"«Ahe life «f the judge, when circumstances
might be such as to make that amount too high. I certainly

moTe 10 make it $6,000. We cannot expect to get a

competent person for less than that I move to strike out of
the amendment of the committee $6,500, as the salary of the
judge of the northern district, and insert $6,000.

Mr. DAYTON. We are about to establish judicial dis¬
tricts, and to appointjudges for California.one for the north¬
ern, and one for the southern district. It is proposed by the
Judiciary Committee that the salary of the judge of the north¬

ern Astnet, in which is the city of San Francisco, shall be

JfoXX 4 £1 n °f the iadZ° of the district,
j*'?00', The amendment proposed by the Senator from Cali-

i0.. -! V7 °f lh" j0dge of the Dor,hern district

L'ooo' ln' wnL *i°°' be Co."1""* supposed that
*5,000 would be a sufficient salary for this judge. But aAer
consultation with the Senators from California, they finally
concluded to make it $5,500. We are entirely aware thaj
according to the condition of things in California at the present
Ume, that may be conridered an insufficient salary ; ZTin

the "'"J * dirtrict judge of California now, you
ahould recollect that you are fixing it for his life. It cannot
be diminished durmg his life. However this salary may be
insufficient for three or four years, it must be supposed that,
in be course of a few years, the condition of things in Call-

in k
approximate somewhat to the condition of things

in other parte of the country.
g

What is the condition of things elsewhere » The district
judge of the southern district ofNew York receives the largest

"v« *3 .JU<!ge iD,the U^8«»tosj ,nd he re-

leans^ S mmIoo t I «W*rict Judge at New Or-

.pmnn«-i / L
* geU "°me Iittle compensation

temporarily for other matters. A few of the other district

A?lr^?Cei7 .'50<V but «eneral|y ^ more than $2,000.
of r it

We f 17 of tbe judge of the northern district
of California at $5,500. The sdary of the judges of the

sa'laPrve^fJP0U?-f ^ Statea " onlJr M,500. The

!r*2° ?e cb,fJw,t,ce of the United States is only $5,000.
C.lifn?ni mk .' * '"W of t5'50<> for a district judge in

k^ "^W,hen,\WfD'idered unJet (be constitution

DrMent°timl t^ed during his life, if not sufficient at the

horw^K T" ""P 7 8uffic,ent »n future. I therefore
iope the amendment will not be adopted.
incrLp vV Pre"ident» 1 w°uW not contend for this
increase of salary if I was not perfectly convinced that a com¬

petent a.n could not be obtained for the salarTp.^^
.bi«rnUAiient]1 htVe Tf ekV,denCP now *>**. me on the

rone to CalifW ,®D °ug sUndui8» who baa recently
gone to California, states that an eminent member of the bar.

relivL".T^, ,0 JS* C0UDtr* *><* 1 borne, no^
3Te Do^oT8 *2,5°° m0Dth f,om 0M bouse

' ? I ¦uPPoee ,Dy competent man will take this
office, when he say, he can make as much in a year by dH

If^iS1"' ".J6^ 'T5'"8 du"Dg a lifetime in ,he office-
If a judge goes there, and sees the prospect of making so

iud^>m°w£ .if"T<1^ P"ctice» wil1 be retain his office of

nf r i f
T' JU- gM °f the 8uPreme Court of the State

of California receive $10,000 a year. The three judges tf

«on noft'6.?, Z1 tllere» wi,b »n aggregate salary of

2e I kn °°!k f M mUcb bu8ine" " district

dolSL . . V CMe^ amounting to millions of

thl « now waiung to be brought into this court. I notify
the teesate that a competent man cannot be got to discharge

salary! " judge ^ norlhern district for that

th Mni! .TOTCOMB. I think we are likely to lose sight of

AKt- ? thu Price" 0t ,iviog in California must

2?£ t,miDUb mtb'hc onwwd pr.jgress of the settle¬
ment of that country. When gold was first discovered there,

e"ormoUily bigh. They were alnKMt beyond the

^=22* f
r°.ance- ,Bot ,he P'ice* of many articles of

tSrtS con?fort' ,nd of luxury are much lower now

successive "Il'h i ,D ^ 'fC doming*1!" lower every

IrilHT. . I
In a "hort Um«. ' confident, prices

, « ^Vie in ^ mioer*1 of the old

iSS ^ WherC ,heJ D6Ver g*Ve 'uch

Senato^flom v 'hT has ***" mentioned by the

better Jrry' W t0 h® (o' I <bink we had

t»T lh®
Dce w,tl1 ,ower «l*nes even than those reported

We 1>«n '«.. lienKK
cording to the exigenciea of the service.

Mr. frEm°NT. Mr- Pr.ldentf , wj-h to

think we'h reP'y 10 1116 hooor,b,e Senator from Indiana I

will altar itc.hr 'bat the condition of things
SSIAH .he data

time ffoe* m .... ,

b*' has come to hand up to this

alu»r* r
Q* ^ condition of things wi I not

iT . . 15 , ,
n coibmon with other Senators

thii matter, andTdeme a°J °P'Dion °°

Senate a few of the facts upon ^h rW^ CO"8,de,'ti°n of 'be

to form my own. We do^ot |^,k to .? end,,«vorin8
digginga, as at present woiked, for the conii T* °T g°M
to which they gave birth, and which thiol ,

in California' *For its

development of which is only jost now besun.
'

J he few statements I am about to m»ki-
cluaively, as f.r as tbey go, the extr.ord.na'rv ,nd mexhau""*

A
*** gr<,lt °f °Ur t'°®me'cial pro»i*ritv

As these statements are made with a view to influence the

tioijI of the S«)nste on these salaries, it is proper to My that I
mske them upon my own responsibility for their correctness.
And, m my remaiks to show the mintial wealth, and th.
extent of thn mineral wealth in California, I refer only !0
mat part of the gold-producing region where the gold bearins
'lusrtz bat already been discovered, of nearly uniform richness

from the 40ih to the 35th degree of latitadf.up< n the
waters of Feather river, the Amencsn and Moktlomoe river
UU: Mariptisas, and the desert country apon the southeastern
borders of California, east of the Sierra Nevada. In all the«e
ixalttes, on a range of three hundred and fi»ty miles, we al-

it fh* *Dd ,he »,ronfest anslogy would carry

I h.."U? toeremtining distsnce, but we speak only offsets,

trie N.t'm * ""77® Jh* he,d 0,1 P"«y which examined

''for Th;j . d.IcM.

the place ^. l ? An*ele«, and were six days in reaching
and (hr. tb > bad set oat badly provided wi<h implements,
ed in lr l- a ,bmf rU,e ,oo!* were completely destroy-
.te iSrt *'wi °*1 '"d ""i"1"'10'01 'I* imoi»n«r roekf,

rrens of Ibis work wer« acnt to this country. " The pieces
sent were broken by myself from rocks which weighed many
tons. . . . . That the mine is inexhaustible there can
be no doubt, the more I found of ibe precious metals." . .

This is one locality. About one bundled and lerty miles
lo ibe eastward of Monterey is another, calledlbe "Mtn-
poeaa," and to this the letter I am about to road refers.

It was furnished me by Mr. James R.. Curtis, a gentleman
wail known is New York, and «an Fraociseo, who is partner
in one ofthe largest and most respectable houses in that coun¬

try for the assaying of gold, and who, during a residence of

eight months in California, enjoyed unusual facilities for obtain¬
ing reliable information in relation to the gold bearing regions,
and which a considerable experience, gathered from a connex¬

ion with Virginia and other mines enabled him to put a

right estimate upon. It is needkss to say that asaayars in
California are in a better position to know the quantity of
gold and its relative value, as found in the rock, than we can

be here. The letter says :

44 There ia beginning lo rage quite extensively a fever for
vein mining, ana we have no hesitation in laying there will be
an astonishing furor on the subject. We of course have a

better opportunity than any other parties of obtaining authentic
intelligence on the lubject, having some three or four assays
to make daily on various ores. .. .

*' The more we operate, the more are we convinced that the
whole country ia rich almost beyond comprehension.
" We made an usuy ot the ore of the Maripoaa mines, now

being worked by Messrs. Palmer, Cookk Co., with a Chilian
and Bogardus mill, and we find the average yield Jrutn -wink¬
ing to be forty cents per pound avoirdupois; and afterwards
from the fine process, to produce eighty cents to the pound
additional; Risking $ 1.90 per pound the average yield from
the operations ofa company now engaged there. Other assays
we have made exhibit resulta, from ores from various sections
of the country, ranging trom twenty oenta to five dollars per
pound, and that, too, in specimens where no gold is visible to
the naked eye. Even rocks taken within two miles of San
Francisco, we find to yield gold to the amount of Un cents per
pound. * ...

?.You will perceive the Mariposa yields at the rate of$2,500
per ton-"
Now, sir, wherever we can make any calculation based

upon data, so far as it goes, it is better than mere supposi¬
tion. Senators suppose that the condition of things will alter
in California, and that the gold will give out. The informa¬
tion which we have received, and which is applicable to the
whole extent of the gold-producing quartz there.for the
average yield in other parU of the country seems to be the
same.is positive information. To this ascertained yield of
the rock I wish to apply.for the period of one year.the
working of an English mining company, the St. John del
Rey Mining Company, now engaged in Brazil, and to aee

what would be the result in California from the operations of
this company ; for we must suppose that companies of equal
force, and greater force, will be raised to carry on operations
in California.

I hold in my hand the twentieth report of this company.
and twenty years, I suppose, is the natural life of a judge.
Their work bas gone on, and become greater every year.
This report is up to the 1st of March of the present year.
The report states that, during the year ending March 1st last,
they crushed and extracted the gold from 69,000 tons of ore.

Applying this to the average yield of the mines in California,
what would have been the result from the operations of that
company in California ' The result would be over one hun¬
dred and seventy millions of dollars.
What is $6,000 for. a judge in that country } These are

positive data, as far as they go. These are facts. And fn
this condition of aflairs in California, certainly $6,000 is not
a high salary for a judge. I will move, then, to make the
salary $6,000 for the judge of each district.
The PRESIDING OFFICER* (Mr. Ban..) That can¬

not be done until the amendment of the other Senator from
California (Mr. Gwn) is disposed of.
Mr. EWING. In corroboration of the views suggested

by the Senator from California, (Mr. Fbkmoht,) I will state
one fact within my knowledge as to the value of the gold
deposits in California. A young friend sent me about one

hundred pounds of the earth, as it was dug out ol one of the
placers.the "dry diggings," I think. He stood by and
saw it shovelled out. He also sent me some specimens of
quartz. He stated in a letter that while seeing the hundred
pounds of earth dug out, a friend, with his knife, cut out
some specimens of gold from an adjacent rock, which he also
sent me.amounting in value to about one dollar and fifty
cents. I sent a few pounds of this earth, in which I could
see no gold, to the mint. The director reported to me that
it yielded at the rate of about ten dollars and fifty cents to the
hundred pounds by washing, and that it required no other
process to procure the gold. I kept the remainder of this
earth until the young gentleman returned. He took it, wash¬
ed it, and got out of it a little over ten dollars worth of gold,
corresponding very exactly with the estimate made by the
Director of the Mint. Whether this is generally so or not, I
do not know. The young gentleman was going on through
the country, and came to this placer, and concluded that it
would be a specimen, and sent some of it to me. I do not
suppose it was particularly selected. No doubt many others
were as rich as that.
The amendment to the amendment was rejected.
Mr. 8EBA8TIAN. I move to amend the amendment of

the committee by striking out "$5,500" and inserting
"6.000 for the first year, $4,000 for the next year, and
$3,000 thereafter."

J

The object of the amendment is to graduate the compen¬
sation which the judges are to receive. The fact has been
adverted to in the discussion of this amendment, that the cir¬
cumstances under which this extraordinarily large salary is to
be paid to a judge of the district court in California, are
transient and temporary in their character. And we must not
lose sight of the fact that, according to the Constitution of
the United States, it is incompetent for Congress to reduce the
salary after the acceptance of the office by the judge. And
the only time left for us to make provision for reducing the
salary is now in organizing the courts, in making the terms,
conditions, and provisbns upon which the judge accepts bis
office. When he enters upon it, our hands'are tied, and we
cannot reduce the compensation provided by law, notwith¬
standing that the state of things upon which the provision
was predicated originally, had entirely passed away.

If any difficulty should arise out of this reduction, it is a
very easy matter to increase the salary of the judge, while it
would be impossible to diminish it, because thst would be in
contravention of the conatitution. I repeat, that this is the
only opportunity which will be afforded to Congress to re¬
duce the compensation of the judge, no matter what may be
the alteration of the 8tate of things in the country. I submit,
therefore, this amendment, providing an arbitrary rule. I
think it will probably attain a reduction commensurate with
the gradual tall ift the general price* of living in that coun¬
try. If the provision should, in practice, reduce the compen¬
sation of the judge too fast, we can provide for the increase
of his compensation hereafter, while we cannot provide for
the reduction of it.

Mr. BADGER. I really think that the honorable Sena¬
tor from Arkansas has not well considered the bearing of his
amendment upon the constitutional provision. It seems to
me that it is manifestly in violation of that provision, or at
least an evasion of it, by a pre-arrangement of the salary.
The constitution of the United States dees not provide that a
judge s salary shall not be diminished by any act passed from
after the date ol his acceptance of the office. But the consti¬
tutional provision is, that the salary of the judge shall not be
diminished during bis continuance m office, whether it is by
a law providing for the diminution before the office is created
or a law passed after the office is in existence. The meaning
of the constitution is that the salary of the judge shall not be
diminished while he holds his office.

It seems to me that the amendment proposes that Congress
shall establish courts snd fix the salaries of iudies. and rmr«
the right to reduce the salaries afterwards. It u very obvious
thst the constitutional provision would be worth nothing if that
could be done. Congress might establish a court and give the
judge $3,000 the first year, $2,000 the second, and $1,600
afterwards. And if you could do it with regard to .me judge,
you could do it with regard to ail others. The purpose of
the constitution wss that the salary of the judge should be
permanent; that it should not be subject to fluctuation to his
injury; not merely upon the ground that it would be a viola¬
tion of some supposed understanding or contract, but upon
the ground that the interests of the country require it. The
great purpose for which the independent tenure of offire was
established requires that a judge's saltry should not be liable
to fluctuation.

This is the first time since the formation of the constitution
that it has been proposed to establish a sliding scale for a

judge's salary, by virtue of wbich, although the constitution
says it shsll not be diminished during his continuance in office,
it shall regularly, year by year, become less thsn it was when
the court was established and the judge was appointed. It
seems to me thst we hsd better pay $6,000 a year for twenty
years.assuming that to be the term of judicial life, as sug¬
gested by the Senator from California, (Mr. Fkrmokt,)
though I think it would generally average thirty years or
even far thirty years, than save a few thousand dollars s year
by a provision which looks as if it were intended to evade the
constitutional provision.

Mr. BUTLER. I have no wish at all to interfere with

l^e Senator from New Jersey, (Mr. Dattoh,) who bas
charge of this bill, i Have no doubtthat be will explain fully
the views of the committee. I concur in the main, however,
in the views of the Senator from North Carolina. Upon con¬
sultation, I am satisfied that you cannot have a sliding scale
o sa anes, either by contract beforehand, or by any other ar¬
rangement. The constitution coniemplated that you ahould

"k "I5 that ,he P*rgon acc*P<ing the office should
JSnLTl!V ^Ct 8w,ur,nc« the salary should not be

,i j. {
K*f,ical operation of the amendment of

V.
(Mr- will be to,. :

7.V ,
P i ya°I men who w"uld accept the office and

go out there for the $6,000, r,main th^re f,. lb(J firft
year, but .hey would res.gn tr,e ~cond or third year, when
the salxry wm d.mir Then whs- is the Nation of the
neit mat. who applies for the office ' Whv, he would either
be an H.frrior man, or, if no', be will 1* ,objected to tlat
prjudier by the legislation of Congress. It would operate

unfairly. Men would accept the office for $6,000, and would
go over there, but they would resign the .good year, or oer-

aiply the third, for they could not live thereon #3,000. That
would be tha practical optration of this amendment.

I think I Bay say it wm the unanimous opinion of the com¬
mittee that the graduation w«« not authorbod by a fair con¬
struction of the coaatitolioo.
' One word more before I ait down, and the* I will leave
thia matter in tha banda of other*. I am one of those who
think that a high falary should he attached to oil offices like
thia, requiring integrity, ability, and learning, and those high
attainments which will constitute a good judge. I have here¬
tofore expressed that opinion upon the floor «f the Senate, and
but for the invidious distinction between thejudges in Califor¬
nia and those in the State of New York and other part* of
the Uoited States, I would bo peifscllj willing to say that the
salaries of these judges ahould be higher than are the aalaries
of judges in other parts of tha Uoited StAoo at this time; for,
if you wish to command officsra of the hi^iest talent, you mi^st
hold out an adequate inducement. I lnow that there are

those who prefer the judicial office beciuo it gives what a

practitioner at the bar could not have.jt gives a man posi¬
tion, and an honorable position, and a position in which he
can consult the dictates of bis conscience and judgment in
the sflairs of men, which is what no (awyer or politician
can do.

After some further debate, the question wm on Mr.
SraASTiAii S amendment, and it was rejected.
The question being taken upon the amendment reported by

the committee, it was agreed to.
The bill waa then reported tothe Sen^e, and the amend¬

ment adopted in committee of the whole ^as concurred in.
Mr. QWIN then moved to amend thelbill so as to make

the aalary of the judge "$6,000" instead of "#5,500," and
called for the yeas and naya on that ameuunenL

Mr. MANGUM. I shall vote for the #6, tOO. I agree that in
the present state of thinga in California, #(,000 is no better
there than half that aum would be in any tther 8t*te of (he
Union. The United States will have vast Interests at stake
there, and it is necessary to aecure a bench «f ability, integri¬
ty, and learning. For, although we can Inally have resort
to the Supreme Court of the United States, yet every lawyer
knows.1 do not profess to be one myself.that in the preli¬
minary preparation of a case, it is vastly esaontial to have right
judgment on the bench. There is do bettor evidence than the
action of the people of California themaeiveo upon this sub¬
ject. They know their own condition, snd If they are willing
to put their hands into their own pocksts and pay their own
State judges the amount which has been staled, I think we
ahall be dealing with them in ratbsr a niggard spirit if we do
not approximate as nearly as may be to that amount.

Mr. GWIN. The judgea of the supreme court of Cali
fornia receive #10,000 per aanum, judges of the circuit
court #7,500, and the judges appointed by the city of San
Franci«co for what is failed the superior court #7,500 each.

Mr. FOOTE. Are those judges appointed for life, or for
a term of years ?

Mr. GWIN. Fornix years.
Mr. FOOTE. Ah/ that makes a difference.
Mr. GWIN. When these salaries were fixed by the Legis¬

lature there waa not | dollar in the State treaaury, and they
had to levy a tax to pay the salaries of the judges, and yet
there waa not a word if complaint That ahows how neces¬

sary it is to pay these^igh salaries in order to get competent
men.

Mr. FOOTE. I wish to propound another question to my
friend. Is there any thing in the constitution to prevent the
increase or diminution of the aalaries of judicial offices f
Mr. GWIN. Th«e is, and there is also a provision that

one who accepts the dlice shall not hold any other office till
his term expires.

Mr. FO0TE. I w^h to mention one fact which is worthy
of consideration. I an assured by my friend, Gen. Green,
who has lately arrived trom California, that in consequence
of the coming into the qiuntry of a large number of Chineoe,
who keep restaurants in San Francisco, the piice of board in
that city, at one time#Li a day, is reduced to #2.50, showing
that the reduction which \he Senator from New Jeraey spoke
of is already taking place.

Mr. GW IN. Ealing 4one at one of these Chinese restau-
ranta costs $2.50 a day, and ihen you must have some place
to sleep in. At these Chinese restaurants you must pay #2.50

a^lay for eating, but it is s^eh eating as gentlemen are not

The amendment was rejected.
Mr. WHITCOMB moved \o strike out " $5,500" and in-

'' *4,000" in lieu thereof ta the aalary for the judge, and
asked for the yeas and nays on hi? amendment.
The yeas and nays being ordfered, were taken and resulted

as follows :

^fEAS.-Messrs. Chase, Davit, of Mississippi, Dawson,
Do< ge, of Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Mason, Sebastian,
Turner, and Whitcomb.9.

i^Messrs. Atchiaon, B^W Bell, Benton, Berrien,
Clarke, Davis, of Masiachusetts, Dayton, Dickinson, Downs,
Ewmg, Foote, Fremont, Greene, Gwin, Hsmlin, Houston,
King, Mangum, Noma, Pratt, Rn«k, Seward, Shields, Smith,
Soule, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Wales, Walker, and
Winthrop.32.

'

The bill waa then ordered to be engrossed for a third read¬
ing, and waa subsequently read a third time, and passed.

COLLEATION DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA.
The Senate then proceeded, aa in Committee of the Whole,

to the conaideration of the bill to create collection districs in
California.

Mr. 80ULE. The Committee on Commerce, on a fur¬
ther conaideration of the matters embraced in the bill now be¬
fore the Senate, have agreed to, and directed me to report a
substitute.
The substitute was read, and the question was stated to be

upon the amendment.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachuaetts. I do not know that I quite

understand the amendment, and I desire the Senator to state
how many ports of entry there are provided ?

Mr. SOIJLE. Six porta of entry arepropoaed to be estab¬
lished in California with the porta of delivery besides. The

6>rts of entry are San Diego, Monterey, San Francisco,
enicia, or the straits of Karquinas, Sacremento City, and

the city of Stockton, on the San Joaquin. There is every
probability that before many years ahall have elapsed, some
two or three of these ports will have to be given up, but the pres¬
ent exigencies of the country most certainly require that we
ahould allow California what the bill propooos to give her.
Then there are Iwo ports of delivery in the district of 8sn
Diego.-the ports of 8an Pedro and Santa Barbara. As
ships going up to those two port* will have to pass generally
by the port of San Diego, they have been made porta of de¬
livery merely, and not of entry. .

Mr. DAVI8, of Massachusetts. If I understand the state¬
ment, it is proposed to create four porta of entry upon the
waters of the bay of 8an Francisco, viz: one at 8an Fran¬
cisco, one at Benicia, and one up each of the rivers which there
disembogue. I am ready to vote for that number of ports if
I can see any neceoaity for them ; but it seem* to me rather
extraordinary, when we conaider the expenoe incident to the
creation of so many porta of entry, and the heavy salaries to
be given to officers there, that theie should be ostabliabed on
this bay and the interior waters there this unusual number of
ports of entry. It should be understood that when you have
passed through the bay of San Francioco you enter the straits
that lead into another bay on which Benicia i» situated. Now
for the present it may be that it will contribute to the better
security of the revenue if we establish a port of entry at San
Francisco, and one at Benicia, if it be necoosary there. But
the bill not only does that, but propose* to establish a port of
entry further up the Sacramento river at 8acramento city, and
WIMthielOIV*le b»nd, up the 8an Joaquin, at a place
called Stockton. Now, I should be glad if the 8enator who
reports this bill, would show that there is some reoson existing
in the commercial tranaactions of that part of the country ren¬
dering it necessary to open all these places to foreign com¬
merce. It is to be borne in mind thst American veooels can
go up to any of those places now. The purpooe of making
ports of entry is to open them to foreign commerce, end why
we should open the number of four porta on theoe waters, and
establish four separate collection districts there, is what I can¬
not understand. I must be shown that the necessity for it
exists before I can be prepared to vote for the incurring of this
addtuonal, and as, in the absence of any explanation, it seems
to me, unnecessary expense.

Mr. G WIN. Inasmuch as I have recommended, and am
very anxious thst porta of entry should be established at Sa¬
cramento and Stockton, I will state to the Senate the reasons
which influence me to press this measure. It i. necessary,
sir, to relieve the citizens of the interior of California from the
enormous expense that will attend the transhipment of goods
at San r rancisco, or any intermediate port. A great com-
meres hs. sprung up in California, as it were, in a moment;
"V," * n!W,C0Un,rl: '. £ is'lhere are fcw or none of those
facilities which are afforded to the pursuits of commerce in
older communities, and, consequently, the expense of tran-
shipping good from San Francisco to Sacramento city and

1°t! re"er ,h"n the °n«,n'1 ^ the goods
hZ-T e

" ar«»men'. ^"fore, in favor of making
hese porta of entry » for the very purpw 0f encouragingforeign commerce there. More thsn one-half of the popula-
vTJ 2m££T 8rsn*nto «»d Stockton, and
vessels of 500 ton. burden have been up to those points.
wirh'l * *, t7,Ck 1DDt*rcc0UrM with China and the Sand¬
wich Islands, and all the Pact6c coast of South Amcrics , andthe commerce between those countries snd Sacramento snd
Stockton will become very great and important if porta of en-

? "*ITT c#n,er®l''a,ed by this bill. I had a paper
here which exhibited the commerce of Sscrsmsnto city Siow
only some eighteen months in existence, w,tb a population of
some twenty thousand inhabitants, it. front lined with ship¬
ping for over a mile, and among them vessels of .100 tons bu>-
den. And veeeele of the gimp nize c«n *Iao go direct to 8tock-
ton, s town growingwith great rapidity, and at which a great
amount of commercial business is transited. And it is in
view of the onerous and destructive expense incident upon
going to San Franc.sco, or any intermediate port, and ahip-
pmr goods from these points, thst we desire to increase snd
encourage the foreign trade to Sacramento city and gtoekton,by making them porta of entry.

A' creating collection districts, I find that it baa ever
been ttie policy ol the GoTernmeut, as i means of encourage
ing commerce, to establish them wherever it was supposed
commerce might be induced to go. In Massachusetts, origi¬
nally there were twenty-two colWction dirfricts^lisbE
and the number is now reduced to elev. , .nd a sim.Ur re¬
duction baa taken place in other 8utes.
The object waa to encourage commerce as much as poesi-
by throwing open every port which it wae supposed

might attract foreign trade. The same policy was adopted in
regard to Connecticut and Rhode Island, and indeed ail the
older States, as the above statement shows. Now, sir, there
is no measure which would be of more advantage to the citi-
zena, or tend more to promote the business convenience of
California than the passage of thia bill, and the opening of
these ports as proposed in iu i cannot detain the Senate by
going elaborately into the reasons which influence my action,
and perhaps they have been sufficiently indicated by what I
have already said. 1 have lately received a letter from a gen¬
tleman in the custom-house at San Francisco which aflbrds
some idea of the immense commerce of California. He states
that there are six hundred ships now at San Francisco. The
trade thua being concentrated there, the people are obliged, at
heavy expenses for transhipment, to procure all their foreign
goods at that point. Indeed this is one of the main causes of
the heavy expenses of living in the interior ; and this evil
would be greatly mitigated by the opening of, ports at Sacra¬
mento city and Stockton, to which now more than half of the
population of the State resort for business purposes.

Mr. DICKINSON. This matter has opened a debate
which seems likely to consume a good share of the day, and,
aa there are several most important appropriation bills'wait¬
ing action, if the question is not soon taken I shall be under
the necessity of aaking that the bill be laid over. I

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I will say to the Senator
from New York that I have not another word to saf on the
subject. I wish merely to move that Sacramento city and
Stockton be made ports of delivery instead of ports of entry
with a surveyor for each.

'

The question was then taken on the amendment, and it was
adopted, as follows :
YEAS.Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Bright,

Clarke, Clay, Davis, of Massachusetts, Davia, of Miaaisaiupi,
Dawaon, Dayton, Dickinaon, Dodge, ofWiaconain, Dodge, ol
Iowa, Downa, Feleh, Hunter, King, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward,
Spruanee, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Walker, Win-1
throp, and Yulee.<i*.
NAYS.Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Chase, Douglas, Ewing,

Foots, Fremont, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Man-
gum, Narris, Pearce, Smith, Soule,and Wales.18.

Mr. GWIN. This amendment having been adopted, iJ
I feel constrained to move that Benicia be also made a port
of delivery instead of a port of entry. There is not one-tenth
part the business done at Benicia that there is at the other
two places, and it will confer no advantage to the country to
make it a port of entry. Had the other places been retained,
I should not object to it 5 but to its retention at the price of I
their exclusion I do most decidedly object. I therefore move
to make Benicia a port of delivery instead of a port of entry.

Mr. FREMONT. I shall vote against the establishment
of a port of entry at Benicia, and I wish to give my reasons
for that vote. I consider that all the reasons which operate
in favor of making Benicia a port of entry are ten times as

strong in favor of Sacramento and Stockton. I believe that
the interests of the whole of the interior of the country re¬

quire that there should be ports of entry at Sacramento and
Stockton. As the Senate has refused to make those places
ports of entry, I shall vote against making Benicia one.

Mr. GWIN. There have been upwards of twelve hun¬
dred ships entered at the port of San Francisco during the laat
twelve months ; and of that number only two have been in¬
jured. The bay of San Francisco is the finest sheet of water
on the face of the earth ; and, although there are upwards of
six hundred vessels lying in that bay now, there is ample
room for the accommodation of a thousand more. There is
no necessity, therefore, for a port of entry at Benicia. There
are no people to trade there ; the wants of the country do not
require it. Ports of entry are wanted on the waters in the
country above that place.
Much has been said about the difficulty of approach to San

Francisco. But let me say that all these atatements which
have been made in regard to the difficulty of navigating the
waters there cannot be sustained ; and with regard to its being
so much out of the way, there are gentlemen present who
have navigated that bay, and who know that, aa the distance
is on the map, it looks like eight or ten miles, but the actual
distance is not more than five or aix ; and I have never heard
of a solitaty merchant vessel,going through Raccoon Straits to
Benicia. v

I am asked Why, being in favor of the establishment of six
ports of entry in the State of California, of which Benicia
was proposed to be one, and two of those being now rejected,
I am against Benicia now ? I candidly confess that I did
agree to have Benicia a port of entry 1 but my object in agree
ing to it was not from any conviction of its necessity, but
merely that the success of the question on the other two
ports might not be endangered by any objections of mine to
this one. I am sure that Senators are widely mistaken if
they suppose that Sacramento and 8tockton are not capable
of sustaining themselves aa ports of entry.
Now, it is contended that the ports of entry at San Fran¬

cisco and Benicia will answer all necessary purposes. Gen¬
tlemen seem to forget that at these places goods will first
have to be warehoused, and then trans-shipped from there to
the places named upon the rivers Sacramento and 8an Joa¬
quin, and thua a vast additional expense will be incurred in
the trans-shipment of goods. Now, I contend that there is
no necessity for this trans-shipment. The maps all show
that there is sufficient depth of water to allow large vessels
to go to 8acramento and 8tockton. Captain Ringgold has
stated to me that be can carry a ship-of-the-line through Sui-
son bay, which is above Benicia. We want but little im¬
provement in removing obstructions to make Sacramento
one of the finest navigable rivers in the world. There are

no difficulties of any consequence to be overcome ; and witn
a few slight improvements of that river, we could carry ves¬
sels of a thousand tons burden up to the city. I would not
take up the time of the 8enate if I did not deem it my impe¬
rative duty to the people of California to endeavor by all pro¬
per means to have these two ports established.

After a long debate the question on the adoption of the
amendment was taken, aa follows :
YEAS.Mesara. Atchison, Badger, Benton, Cocper, Da¬

via, of Maaaaehuaetta, Dodge, of Iowa, Foote, Fremont, Gwin,
Houston, Jones, King, Mangura, Norria, and Turney.15.
NAYS.Meaara. Baldwin, Barnwell, Bell, Berrien, Bright,

Butler, Caaa, Chaae, Clarke, Davia, of Miaaiaaippi, Dawaon,
Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Downa, Ewing,
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Maaon, Seward, Shielda,
Soule, Spruanee, Underwood, Walea, Walker, Winthrop,
and Yulee.30.
So the amendment was not agreed to.
Mr. 80ULE. I now move to amend the bill by substitut¬

ing the word " four " instead of " six," so as to conform to
the amendment, which makes only four ports of entry.
The amendment waa agreed to.
Mr. GWIN. I move that the counties that were set apart

for the districts of 8acramento and San Joaquin be included
in the district of 8an Francisco.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. What will be the effect
of that amendment} If I understand it, it will be an ano¬

maly in legialation to annex these counties to the district of
San Francisco, when they belong to the district of Benicia.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is a question for the

Senate to decide.
Mr. GWIN. The 8enator from Massachusetts agreed to

the report of the Committee on Commerce, which was to put
the San Joaquin district into the district of San Francisco.

Mr. DAVI8. I was not aware of it.
Mr. GWIN. I make thia motion for the convenience of

the trade of these districts. It is a proposition of which I be¬
lieve the whole population of these districts are decidedly in
favor.

Mr. DAVIS. I should like to know what would be the
application and effect of this amendment as regards the port
of Benicia ? The amendment which I proposed was design¬
ed to include all the country above Benicia and all the rivers
and waters above it. If you wish to transfer them to San
Francisco you can do so; but it certainly would be an anom¬

aly in legislation when the very reason for creating a port of
entry at Benicia is, that veaaela may not be obliged to stop at
San Francisco. As the matter now atanda, a vessel bound
for Stockton or 8acramento goes right to Benicia, and not to
San Fiancisco at all.

Mr. GWIN. There is not a solitary vessel engaged be¬
tween these ports and Benicia, where there are fifty vessels
engaged between Sacramento and Stockton and San Francis-
co. There ia no trade between Benicia and the ports I have
just named; the whole of the trade is between them and San
Francisco.

Mr. HALE. I desire to ask a question of the chairman
of the Committee on Commerce, and that is, whether it is
absolutely necessary that a port of entry should be a port of
delivery }

Mr. GWIN. Is it necessary that a port of entry should
be attached to some district ?

Mr. HAMLIN. Certainly, it is necessary that a port of
entry should be attached to some district; but I auppose it is
immaterial, so far aa the revenue is concerned, to what district
this territory is attached. That which is movt convenient is
the one to which it should be attached.
The question waa then taken on the amendment, and it

was rejected.
Mr. SOULE. I now move that auch of the hays, rivers,

territory aa were included in bath the districts of San Jo¬
aquin and Sacramento be made a part of the district of So¬
noma.
The yeas and nays being ordered and taken, resulted as

follows ; Yeas 28, nays 12.
So the amendment was adopted.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. It will be necessary to

move another amendment, which is
"That Sacramento City and the city of Stockton shall be

and the same are hereby constituted ports of delivery within
the district of Sonoma, with a surveyor and such other officers
aathe Secretary of the Treasury may deem nccessary for the
public business."
The amendment was agreed to.

Mu ^LE,r »
mOTe^ *» l,Unk» ® wcond ««c-

Uon be filled u follows :
" Thauhe collector of the diurict of San Francisco dull

be«Uow«dan annual compensation not exceeding ten thousand

The amendment waa agreed to.
Mr. SOL'LE. The next amendment I propose ia
" That the naval officer shall be allowed an annual comnen-

lation not exceeding eight thouaud dollar*."
The amendment waa agreed to.
Mr. SOULE. The next amendment I have to propoae ia
M That the surveyor shall be allowed an annual compensa¬

tion not exceeding seven thousand dollars."
The amendment waa agreed to.
Mr. 80ULE. The next amendment ia.
41 That the principal appraisers shall each be allowed an an¬

nual compensation not exceeding six thousaud dollars."
The amendment waa agreed to.
Mr. 80ULE. There ia one other amendment with regard

to filling up the blinks, which ia.
" That the assistaut appraisers shall each be allowed an an¬

nual compensation not exoeeding five thousand dollars."
Mr. DAYTON. I desire to aak the chairman of the Com¬

mittee on Commerce what ia the ordinary compensation of
aaaiatant appraiaera ?

Mr. HAMLIN. About fifteen hundred dollar*.
Mr. SOULE. The amount propoaed ia diacietionary, but

is " not to exceed " five thouaand dollars.
The amendment waa rejected.
Mr. 80ULE. I propoae, then, that the blank shall be

filled with the worda "four thousand five bundled dollars."
Thia amendment waa alao rejected.
Mr. 80ULE. Then I will propoae "four thouaand

dollars."
The propoaition to fill up the blank with " four thousand

dollara waa also rejected.
Mr. 8MITH. The expression, I perceive, is that these

officers shall receive a aum - not exceeding "

Mr. NORR18. But they alwaya do receive the maximum
amount.

Mr. 80ULE. I considered that diacretion waa lodged
with the Secretary of the Treasury. I am not one of thoee
who are usually inclined to the belief that diacretion will be
abused when veated with executive officers. But, since the
sum appears to the Senate to be extravagant, I will propoae
that the blank be filled up with the worda " three thouaand
five hundred and if that ia not acceptable, let aome Senator
propoae aome other amount.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I hope that that amount
will be adopted.
The question being taken on the motion to fill up the

blank with that sum, it was agreed to.
The bill waa then reported to the Senate, and the several

amendments which had been adopted in Committee of the
Whole were concurred in.

There being no further amendments proposed, the bill was
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.

COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA.
The 8enate then proceeded to the consideration of the bill

to create collection districts in California.

Saturday, September 21, 1850.
Tho bill to create collection districts in California, came up

on its third reading.
Mr. GWIN moved to recommit the bill, with instructions

to strike out all that part making Benicia a port of entry, and
to make it a port of delivery.

Mr. DICKIN80N moved that the motion to re-commit
lie on the table, with a view to proceed to the consideration
of the Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation Bill, which was

agreed to.
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL.

The 8enate as in Committee of the Whole resumed the
consideration of the special order of the day, being the bill
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1851; the
question pending being on the following amendment, offered
by Mr. UjrnxnwooD :

Mr. DICKIN80N. I wish, to remind my friends that this
is the last week but one of the session, and that this is the
last day of the week. A mere statement in regard to any
thingjs listened to and appreciated, whereas an extended argu¬
ment is not. I therefore hope we will vote at once on every
question that may be presented.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, if no opposition had been
made to the amendment, I should not have said one word on
the subject; and now I shall only occupy a very few
minutes. The proposition is to appropriate $20,000 in order
to ascertain the practicability of a great scheme of river im¬
provement, to be first applied to the Ohio river. That im¬
provement is to consist of the erection of reservoirs of water
towards the head of the river, to be let out to supply the chan¬
nel of the river during the dry season, when the water is very
shallow. The principle is a very obvious one. If the water
which passes through the channel of the Ohio could be equally
distributed throughout the year, there would be an abundant
supply for navigation throughout the whole year. But in
seasons of freshets, at high water, a vast surplus is thrown
through the channel, leaving a deficiency for the space of some
two months of the year. The principle ia to retain the sur¬

plus which is thrown out unnecessarily, so as to afford a sup¬
ply at the deficient season of the year. The mode of effect¬
ing the object is by the erection of dams upon the head¬
waters of the river.
The practicability of the object has been ascertained by4

scientific men, by the application ofan unerring principle. It
has been reviewed by scientific men. It has been examined
thoroughly by a committee, well constituted, of intelligent
members of this body, who have arrived at the conclusion
that it is practicable.

Mr. President, I know it is said that it is a humbug. It
waa said of Fulton's great attempt to apply the power ofsteam
to the navigation of the waters of the earth, that it was a

humbug. When it was attempted to apply the principle of
the power ofsteam to railroads upon the surface of the earth,
that was pronounced a humbug. When telegraphic commu¬
nication, which is now diffusing information with the rapidity
of lightning throughout the whole continent, was discovered,
it was pronounced to be a humbug.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. To test the practicability of it
Congress appropriated $30,000.

Mr. CLAY. And Congress appropriated $30,000 for the
purpose of ascertaining the practicability of communication by
means of electricity, I am reminded by my colleague.
What is the object for which we ask the present appropria¬

tion > It is one in which eight States of this Union are di¬
rectly interested, embracing four of the largest States of the
Union: New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia.
There are also four States near the mouth of the river that are
alao directly interested in this project.
What is the sum proposed ? I speak not of the commerce

that floats on this vast interior channel, an account of which
is given in the report of the committee. It is $20,000 in
order to make those surveys and examinations which are

necessary to ascertain certainly the practicability and probable
expense of the object. The engineer, who has made these
calculations, assures us that a sum less than half a million of
dollara will be suflScient to render the Ohio river navigable all
the year, with an amount of water sufficient at least for the
secondary if not the primary class of steamboats.

Mr. President, we are daily appropriating money for ob¬
jects far less important in their consequences, of far less in¬
terest to large portions of the Union than the proposed appro¬
priation. For leas than the coat of a custom house in New
York or Boston, we may effect an object, for which I contend
that if twenty millions were applied, and the object could be
accomplished by the application of that amount of money, it
would be a profitable, just, and national appropriation of
money. Under these circumstances, I trust that this small
amount.leas than we appropriated the other day for the erec¬
tion of a custom house at Bangor.for an object in which all
the Western States are so deeply interested, will be sanc¬
tioned by the Senate, and that the experiment propoaed will
be allowed to proceed.

I apeak on all these subjects with great difficulty. I am

not, perhaps, sufficiently skilled in scientific requisites to arrive
¦ just conclusion on these subjects. But I have seen ex¬

aminations made by others, and the conviction ia atrong upon
me that this project will ultimately prevail. And, sir, it is
one of those projecu which is commended to me by no aver¬

sion to Nature heraelf, for I do not consider, as some of the
great engineers of the world hsve thought, that rivers were

only made for canals. I think we adopt what Nature heraelf
points out to us, by constructing reservoirs to supply a defi¬
ciency of water in the channel of the riveT at certain seasons
of the year. I hope that, under the«e circumstances, this
appropriation will be sanctioned by the Senate. And, really,
1 entertain very sangoine hopes of the success of the project.

Mr. BRIGHT. When this proposition was introduced,
and the memorial of the individual who proposes to perform this
service was presented to the 8enate, it struck my mind as un¬

favorably as it could have struck that of any member of this
body. 1 looked upon it very much in the same light as those
gentlemen do who were pleased then as now to denounce as it
a humbug. The Senate, however, entertained the memorial,
and referred it to a select committee, upon which I was placed.
After reading the very learned and scientific report of Mr. El-
let, hearing a history of the result of his experiments, with the
reasons for his conclusions, I came to the conclusion expressed
in tbe long report made by our chairman, the honorable Sen¬
ator from Kentucky.

I believe it can be demonstrated that tbe plan proposed ia
practicable, and that it ia neither an experiment nor one of
the humbugs of the day. The advantages that would result
to commerre, should we succeed in throwing into the Ohio
river a sufficient volume of water to ensure at least three feet
in the channel at ail reasons of tbe year, would be incalcula¬
ble, saying nothing of tbe immense advantages that would re¬
sult to trade and commerce on varioaa other rivera of the
United States, that at certain seasons of tbe year are not na-
vigabie for tbe want of water. It will coat but twenty thmismd
dollars, perhaps less, lo make the neceaaary surveya aid cal¬
culations. I am willing to give it. If at a subsequent session

data be furnished (aa I believe there can and will be) showingthe practicability and probable success of this undertaking, thenit remain* for Congress to aajr whether the national treasuryaball aid is improving upon thia principle. And, air, I no notfeel that I subject myself to the charge of inconsistency or ex¬
travagance in supporting thia amendment. To order surveys,made to test the value of a great proposed improvement, and
to appropriate money afterwards to carry it out, are twodistinct, substantive propositions.

In view of the extreme liberality manifested by Congress inreference to vaiioua meaaures that I deem infinitely moreviaionary than this, and of less importance to the country atlarge, I ahall cheerfully vote for the recommendation of thecommittee.
Mr. BENTON. Mr. Preaident, 1 wish to ask one ques¬tion of the chairman of the committee, or of any member ofthe committee. That question is a short one. It is this :How many feet will be required at the junction of the riversat Pittsburg to give one inch at the mouth of the Ohio river?Mr. UNDERWOOD. I can perhaps give the gentlemaneome information on the subject. The evaporation willscarcely diminish a column of water atarted at Pittaburg, be-cauae you enlarge the surface very little by the addition ofthree or four feet in the altitude. Therefore, the diminutionfrom evaporation which goea on through your channel ofwater, whether artificial or not, at the aame ratio, will bohardly any thing at all. Now, if you give in three feet ofaltitude at Pittsburg, and keep up the aupply continuously,it will give you an addition of three feet at the mouth of theriver upon the plainest of all mathematical and phyaical prin¬ciples. It ia this : At Pittsburg snd above, the angle ofdescent in the general plane of the couutry is at the rate offrom one foot up to three feet per mile aayou advance towardsthe aources of the Alleghany. When you get below Pitta¬burg, it begins to diminish continually until you reach thefalla of the Ohio at LouiaviUe 5 and below the falls, and fromthat down to the month of the river, the descent is only atthe rate of some four or five inches per mile. Now, theprinciple is, that, inasmuch as you diminish the plane, the

water rnna off with less velocity, and by the supply you in
crease the altitude. In thst way this effect will be produce dBy the sddition of three feet to the altitude of the river ?Pittsbnrg, according to the calculation, you will have nearlythe same addition at the month of the river, owing to thedifference in the plane over which it passes, and the differ¬
ence of the velocity occasioned by the diminution of the de¬
scent.

Mr. BENTON. My question has not been ss pointedlyanswered as I wished, and I will, therefore, bring my own
knowledge to bear upon the subject. I apprehend there are
four ways in which the volume of water in the river may be
diminish^. One is by solar evaporation ; another ia by ab¬
sorption in the sand with which the Ohio river is well sup¬plied ; the third way ia by expanaion, by the river becomingwider < and the fourth way ia by the quantity of water taken
out of it for uae. The last, however, I will not dwell upon,
nor upon any except the single one of expansion. That ia a
practical queation of which every one can judge for himaelf,if he has two data to go upon.the breadth at Pittaburg and
the breadth at the mouth. Now, without undertaking to saywhat the breadth actually is, I will assume it to be two hun¬
dred yarda at Pittsburg, and a thousand yards at the mouth
of the river ; then It would lake, without allowing a drop for
evaporation, or absorption, or for uae, five feet at Pittsburg
to oae foot at the mouth of the river under the head of ex¬
pansion alone.

Mr. President, we have arrived at a time when we want
to do business. This is an experiment which comes verysuddenly upon us, and I think we had better vote upon it,and postpone it to another time, and proceed to the considera¬
tion of other and more important business.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman saya that five
feet rise at Pittaburg in a river two hundred yards wide will
only give you one foot at the mouth of the river one thousand
feet wide; that is to say, that if the mouth of the river ia
five times as wide as the supply at Pittsburg, giaduating it
according to that rule you get one foot rise at the mouth of
the river. That ia perfectly certain, based upon those princi¬ples and nothing more; but the error of the gentleman is,that he does not take into consideration all the elements which
are necessary to arrive at a correct conclusion. If he will
recollect that the fall at the mouth is but at the rate of about
four inchea to the mile, and the fall at Pitpburg at the rate of
two feet per mile, and then make the eatimate how much
more water will pass over a fall of two feet per mile, than
will pass over a fall of four inchea per mile, and bring that
into the calculation, he will approximate to the truth in his
conclusion, and when that additional element is taken into
consideration, it is precisely as I have stated it.that you will
have nearly the same amount of actual elevation at the mouth
of the river as you will at the place of supply.Mr. DAVIS, of Massachuaetts. There can be no doubt
about the practicability of this scheme, provided there are the
means of reserving tbe water. That is the question to be
decided, and there is nothing at all new in a question of thia
kind. It has been very often brought to the test. I know
within my own knowledge that in streams of much less im¬
portance and consideration than the Ohio river, tbe mill
power has been more than doubled by reserving the water.
The onlj^question is, whether you can find upon the tribu¬
tary streams of the Ohio places of sufficient magnitudewhere you may dam up and reserve the waters, diatributingthem properly upon the tributaries so as to increase the
stream. Whether that can be done, is the question to be
tested. You can unqueationably increase the volume of wa-
ter in the river itself, and increase it to a greater or less extent
as you are able to make a greater or less number of these
barios, and to give them greater or less depth. There can
be no question about the practicability of the scheme, and
there is really nothing new in it.

Mr. DICKINSON. I stated the ether day that I was op¬posed to this matter without any examination. I think the
diacussion which has opened upon all the physical sciences
put together, shows the impropriety of entering upon such a
matter in tbe appropriation bill. 1 do not know how usetill
it may be, but I know that this $20,000 would not purchasethe ground for more than a single basin, and then when
there comes a dry season and we call upon Professor Espey
to rain it full, we shall want another appropriation. I hope the
Senate will vote upon the amendment without further delay.Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from New York,like those who have gone before him, argues this as a pro¬
position to construct the reservoirs that are to aupply the river
with water. It is no such thing at all. It is only to make a
survey. Gentlemen are not called upon now to decide upon
the practicability of carrying out the scheme. It is only a
proposition to get the information by which such a decision
may be reached. It is not to build the dams, but to survey
the country. It is not to buy the land to be covered with
water, but to see what land may be covered with water.
These are all preliminary questions. Gentlemen have gone
into the pbyaical sciences and remote consequences, without
awaiting the information on which auch a discussion might be
raised. It ia now for the Senate to determine whether they
will have tbe surveys made or not. Hereafter the question
will be whether we will make the works or not I stated the
other day that whenever it was proposed to draw upon the
Treaaury of the United 8tates for money to construct such
reservoirs I should oppose it, but that if it was found practica¬
ble, to auch an extent aa the commerce of the river would
bear, I would be willing by law to impose such duty on the ton¬
nage of the river aa should make the improvement. Gentle¬
men have been led away from the question before us, and
I merely wish to recall their attention to what it really is.

Mr. BENTON. We all understand this matter of sur¬
veys# or, if we do not, we might understand it from the little
fable we used to read, when we were children, of the man
who went to the forest, snd asked for a little piece of wood to
make an axe-handle. His request was about to be granted,when an old tree, older than the rest, said : "If you give himwood to make an axe-handle, we shall all be cat down." So
it is with these surveys.after the survey is made, money fol¬
lows, as s matter of course, to do the work.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. This is an entirely different
matter from making the improvement. Every Senator pre¬sent must know that the Government of tbe United States baa
repeatedly made surveys for railroads and other public works,without any intention to appropriate money for their con¬
struction. The topographical science is not very high in the
country at large, and the instruments to make topographical
surveys are almost entirely confined to the public service. It
is for this reason that brigades of topographical engineera havebeen asked for repeatedly, and granted by the Federal Govern¬
ment, to make surveys for States, and even for private com¬
panies. This proposition is to make a survey, without anyimplication that the Government will afterwards appropriate
money to construct the work.
The yeas and nays were then taken on the amendment,and resulted ss follows :
YEAS.Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Bright, Chaae,.Clarke, Clay,Clemens, Cooper, Davis, ofMass., Davis, of.Mia-sissippi, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Douglas,Downs, Ewing, Felch, Foote, Fremont, Greene, Hale, Hous¬

ton, Jones, Pearce, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, Soule, Spru-ance. Sturgeon, Underwood, Wales, and Winthron.31.NAYS.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Benton, But¬ler, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Gwin, Hunter, Mangum,Mason, Norris, Rusk, Walker, and Yulee.16.
So tbe amendment waa adopted.Mr. DICKINSON. I desire to offer an amendment to theportion of the bill entitled " kginlative and itistoatrike

out tbe proviso in regard to the mileage of Senators. Tbe
question is an old acquaintance to most of the Senators, and,
as is remarked by a Senator behind me, it is one which is ge¬nerally raised on a proposition which the House of Represen¬tatives insert, with a view of having the Senate strike it out
again. To raise the question again,'I move to strike out the
following :
" Jtnd provided Jurther, That no such member of either

branch ot Congress residing east of the Rocky Mountaina
shall receive more than one thousand dollars mileage for each
session 1 and no such member or delegate residing west of the
Rocky Mountains ahall receive more than two thousand dol¬
lars mileage for eaoh session."

This would still retain the prohibition againat constructive
mileage unchanged.

Mr. CHASE. Believing the bill as it stands now to be


